
Lake Stevens School District #4

12309 22nd St NE

Lake Stevens, WA  98258

www.lkstevens.wednet.edu

LakeSchoolsLakeSchools
w w w. l k s teve ns.wednet .eduWinter 2016

Non Profit Org
US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 39
Lake Stevens 

WA 98258

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Want to learn more 
about the bond?
�e district website has 
detailed information about the                 
Feb. 9 school construction 
bond, including videos, project 
plans, a Q&A, fact sheet and 
more! Check it out at www.
lkstevens.wednet.edu/bond. 

Return your ballot 
by Tuesday, Feb. 9
Ballots will be mailed to 
Snohomish County voters 
on Jan. 22. Ballots must be 
postmarked no later than 
midnight Feb. 9, 2016. Lake 
Stevens’ 24-hour secure ballot 
drop box is located at 1800 
Main Street near the boat 
launch. (Ballots must be in the 
box by 8 p.m. on Feb. 9.) For 
more information, contact the 
Snohomish County Elections 
O�ce at 425-388-3444.

Please vote by Tuesday, Feb. 9!
School construction bond on ballot

Projects will reduce elementary overcrowding, improve high school facilities and enhance safety and security in all schools

Lake Stevens School District has a school construction        
 bond on the Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016 ballot. �e 

projects included in the bond will alleviate overcrowding in 
all six elementary schools; support continued early learning 
programs; replace and expand the high school’s aging 
facilities; upgrade safety and security in every school; and 
make district-wide health, educational and infrastructure 
improvements. 

What is a bond?
Bonds fund buildings and modernizations of schools. 
�ey are �nanced over a long period of time—similar to a 
mortgage on a home. �is is a 20-year bond.

Doesn’t the state pay for new schools?
In Washington, school construction and capital projects 
are funded by voter-approved bonds. �e state provides 
partial matching funds, only a�er voters pass a bond and 
build schools. We will stretch taxpayer dollars by leveraging 
approximately $30 million in state construction dollars for 
the P-5 campus and Lake Stevens High School.

You may have heard of the McCleary Case and the state’s 
requirement to fully-fund basic education. As the state 
increases �nancial support to schools, this money can only 
be used for day-to-day operations—classroom support, 
student programs, technology, transportation and the 
ongoing maintenance of facilities. It cannot be used to build 
or modernize schools.

BOND PROJECTS DETAILS
New Elementary School
Our community is growing and our schools—especially our 

elementary schools—are serving more students than ever 
before. Our elementary schools are signi�cantly overcrowded 
and cannot accommodate additional portable classrooms. 
�e new elementary school will be designed to house 550 
students, but core spaces like the cafeteria, gymnasium and 
parking lots will be able to accommodate well over 600 
students. �e square footage of the new school will also be 
larger than our current elementary schools.

Design and permi�ing for the new school is well underway. 
Teachers, specialists, support sta� and administrators 
have been heavily involved in the design process. As work 
continues, students, parents and the community will be 
engaged in the process.  

�e earliest a new elementary school can be built and open 
is the 2017-18 school year. Even with this new school, our 
elementary schools will still be crowded. However, this 
new school will reduce elementary enrollment throughout 
the district. As we progress in the construction process, a 
boundary commi�ee will be formed to determine, with board 
approval, which students will a�end the new elementary 
school.

- Continued as BOND on page 2

The P-5 campus will include a new elementary school 
and Early Learning Center. The new elementary 
school will help reduce overcrowding in all six 
elementary schools. The new schools will be built on 
district-owned land off of Lake Drive and Soper Hill 
Road. The site is also large enough to accommodate 
a future middle school.
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With approval of the bond, 
the high school campus will 
be completely modernized. 
Buildings will be replaced 
and expanded.

Bond
Continued from cover page

Early Learning Center
Our current Early Learning Center 
(ELC) runs our Early Childhood 
Education and Assistance Program 
(ECEAP) and our Developmental 
Preschool Program and is adjacent to 
Hillcrest Elementary School. �e ELC 
is housed in a modular building that 
was designed as a temporary alternative 
high school. It is not conducive to the 
early learning needs of three-, four-, 
and �ve-year-olds. Research has shown 
that the early years in a child’s life 
represent a critically important window 
of opportunity to develop a child’s 
full potential that determines a child’s 
success in school and in life.

Both the ECEAP and DD programs 
create a strong foundation for future 
success in school and help support 
family engagement. To learn more, visit 
the district website. 

Lake Stevens High School
�e high school was built in 1979 and 
is 36-years-old. Some additions and 
modernizations were made in 1995 
and 2007, but our building condition 
studies show several systems are failing 
and in need of replacement. With the 
approval of the bond, the high school 
campus will be completely modernized. 
Buildings will be replaced and 
expanded to include:

• A new, two-story classroom 
building to support general 
education programs, 
including STEM and CTE

• System upgrades for 
campus security and 
emergency response

• New athletic building, which will 
include gymnasiums, weight rooms, 
locker rooms 

• New spaces designed for music and 
Special Education

• Modernization of the swimming 
pool and locker rooms

• Replacement of heating, 
ventilation, roo�ng and electrical 
systems

• Upgraded restroom facilities and 
�nishes throughout the campus

• Improvement to student parking, 
drop o� and bus loading areas

How much will these projects cost?
�e 20-year bond is for $116 million. 
�e total project cost is $146 
million—$116 million in local funds 
and $30 million in state construction 
assistance funds. �e approximate bond 
rate per $1,000 of assessed value is an 
increase of $1.21.

• If approved, the owner of a 
$200,000 home would pay 
approximately $20 more each 
month

• �e owner of a $350,000 home 
would pay approximately $35 more 
each month 

• �e owner of a $500,000 home 
would pay approximately $50 more 
each month

If the bond is approved, the district 
will maximize $30 million in state 
construction assistance funds to 
minimize the costs to taxpayers. 
Remember, voters approve tax amounts 
($116 million), not tax rates ($1.21 per 
$1,000 of assessed value). 

�e majority of the Lake Stevens tax 
base is residential with a very small 
business community. �is puts more of 
a burden on residential taxpayers. �e 
Board of Directors was very cognizant 
of this when determining the amount 
of the bond. Over the past three years, 
the district has re�nanced portions of 
the 2005 and 2006 bonds that resulted 
in decreased interest payments. �e 

Lake Stevens High School was built in 1979 and is 36-years-old. 
Some additions and modernizations were made in 1995 and 
2007, but building condition studies show several systems are 
failing and in need of replacement. With the approval of the 
bond, the high school campus will be completely modernized 
and new classroom spaces will be built.

You don’t have kids in school?
Why you should care what goes on in schools

• Our schools are an investment from past tax dollars and must be maintained. 

• Good schools support and foster vibrant communities and good businesses. 

• Property values increase in communities that support public education.

• We have a civic responsibility to educate all children.

• �e Social Security System is dependent on an educated, competent workforce.

• To be competitive in a global economy, our future depends on the education of 
our youth.

combined re�nances save taxpayers a 
total of $3.3 million over the life of the 
bonds.

Voting details
Snohomish County holds all mail 
elections. Ballots will be mailed to 
registered voters on Jan. 22, 2016. 
Ballots must be postmarked by Tuesday, 
Feb. 9 at midnight. In Lake Stevens, 
they may be dropped o� at the 24-hour 
secure ballot drop box at 1800 Main 
Street near the boat launch. (Must be 
in the box by 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 
9.) To register to vote, call the Evere� 
Elections O�ce at 425-388-3444 for 
more information.

Senior citizen and disabled persons 
exemptions 
Senior citizens and disabled persons 
may qualify for a tax exemption. More 
information about tax relief programs 
is available on the Snohomish County 
Assessor’s website, h�p://assessor.
snoco.org or by calling 425-388-3433. 

To learn more about the 
bond, visit the district 
website, www.lkstevens.
wednet.edu/bond, or call 
425-335-1500. 



Hour of Code delightfully teaches students computer science 
On Dec. 10, students at all schools throughout the district participated in the Hour of Code—a one-hour introduction to 
computer science, designed to demystify coding and show that anybody can learn the basics. Students used interactive websites 
and learning tools on Chromebooks to build their own video games. At Lake Stevens Middle School, pictured above, students 
created a Star Wars game using their coding skills.

Eason named Gatorade National Football Player of the Year
On Dec. 15, 2015, Jacob Eason, a Lake Stevens High School 
senior and star quarterback, was surprised as the 2015-16 
Gatorade National Football Player of the Year. Eason was 
presented with the award by Sea�le Seahawks linebacker Bobby 
Wagner and sta� from Gatorade and USA Today. 

Eason, who will play football at the University of Georgia next 
year, is a national Elite 11 quarterback camp invitee and ranked 
as the nation’s No. 16 overall recruit in the ESPN 300. He 
played in the 2016 U.S. Army All-American Bowl on Jan. 9 in 
San Antonio, TX. 

Seahawks linebacker Bobby Wagner, left, 
surprised Jacob Eason, right, with the Gatorade 
National Football Player of the Year trophy at 
Lake Stevens High School in mid-December. 

Don’t forget these 
important dates
Jan. 26-28
Final exams for grades 8-12, 2.5 hour 
early release for Cavelero & LSHS

Jan. 29
No School 

Feb. 12 & 15
No School

March 28 to April 1
K-7 Parent Conference Week, 
2.5 hour early release, no half-day 
kindergarten or preschool

April 4-8
Spring Break

Kindergarten Parent Information 
Night is March 10 
Lake Stevens School District’s six elementary schools are hosting 
Kindergarten Parent Information Nights on �ursday, March 10 at 6 p.m. 
�ese informational sessions are designed for parents and guardians. 
Kindergarten students will be invited to open houses prior to the start of 
the 2016-17 school year. 

Registration packets will be handed out at the parent information night, 
and will be available at all elementary schools and on the district website. 
Schools will begin accepting completed kindergarten registration packets 
on Tuesday, March 15. 

Starting in the 2016-17 school year, full day kindergarten will be funded by 
the state in all school districts. Lake Stevens School District will only o�er 
full day kindergarten classes. 

In order to a�end kindergarten in the fall of 2016, a child must be �ve-
years-old by Aug. 31, 2016. When registering your student, please bring the 
following required documents:

• Completed Registration Packet

• Birth Certi�cate

• Proof of Immunization

• Proof of Residence (Copies of lease or rental agreement, PUD bill or 
cable bill)

For additional information, contact your neighborhood school or visit the 
district website.
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Winter 
Community 
Education 
classes begin 
Jan. 11
Interested in coding? Want to 
learn Sign Language? Need to 
start exercising? Want to de-
clu�er and organize your home? 
�ere are nearly 20 classes 
o�ered during winter session of 
Lake Stevens School District’s 
Community Education, which 
runs from Jan. 11 to late March. 
To register for classes, visit the 
“Community” page of the Lake 
Stevens School District website, 
or complete a registration form. 
Forms were mailed to all Lake 
Stevens residents in early January, 
and can also be obtained at the 
Educational Service Center, 
12309 22nd St. NE. For more 
information, call 425-335-1668.

Youth Classes
• Babysi�ing Basics

• Anyone Can Code

• CSI: Lake Stevens

• �e Game of Life

• Materials Science: 
Ceramics

• Inventors Workshop

• Swimming Lessons—
group and private

Adult Fitness
• Adult 40+ Basketball

• Adult 18+ Co-Ed 
Basketball

• Non-Competitive Co-Ed 
Volleyball

• Zumba Fitness

• Water Aerobics

Lifestyle & Finance
• Intro to American Sign 

Language

• Avoid Burnout, Create 
Balance

• Paper Control & Time 
Management

• Budget Basics 

• Home Buyer Education

K-9 Manners
• Basic Dog Obedience

• Advanced Dog Obedience



Welcome to 2016—I hope you had a wonderful holiday and 
a Happy New Year! Prior to Winter Break our students and 
sta� members hosted food and donation drives to support 
local families in need. More than $11,000 was raised. �eir 
generosity never fails to amaze me. 

�is is School Board Appreciation Month and I want 
to thank our board of directors for their leadership and 
dedication to our district and community. Board members 
are volunteers who sel�essly give of themselves to make our 
district the excellent place that it is. 

On Feb. 9, Lake Stevens voters will consider a school 
construction bond that will reduce elementary 
overcrowding; support continued early learning; replace 
and expand the high school’s aging facilities; upgrade safety 
and security throughout the district and make district-
wide health, educational and infrastructure improvements. 
Detailed information about this measure is available on 
page 1. Please remember to vote and return your ballot by 
Tuesday, Feb. 9.

In an e�ort to communicate facts about the bond and to 
ensure that our community understood each of the projects, 
I gave more than 30 presentations to district sta� members, 
parents, community members and business owners to 
provide information and answer questions. A�er giving 
these presentations, I was reminded how honored I am to 
serve in such a caring community.

Dear Community Members,

12309 22nd St NE • Lake Stevens, WA 98258
425-335-1500

www.lkstevens.wednet.edu

Superintendent: Amy Beth Cook, Ed.D.

Editor: Jayme Taylor

Board of Directors

Kevin Plemel, President

David Iseminger, Vice President

Paul Lund, Legislative Representative

John Boerger

Mari Taylor

In accordance with RCW 49.60, the Lake Stevens School District 
does not discriminate in employment and schools. �e Lake 
Stevens School District will provide equal educational opportunity 
and treatment for all applicants and sta� in recruitment, hiring, 
retention, assignment, transfer, promotion, and training. Such 
equal employment opportunity will be provided without regard to 
race, creed, color, national origin, sex, handicap/disability, sexual 
orientation including gender expression or identity, religion, age, 
veteran or military status, use of a trained dog to guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability. �e District will provide 
equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of America and 
all other designated youth groups listed in Title 36 of the United 
States Code as a patriotic society. District programs will be free 
from sexual harassment. �e District complies with all applicable 
state and federal laws and regulations to include, but not limited 
to, Title IX, Title VI of the Civil Rights Acts, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, RCW 49.60 “�e Law Against Discrimination,” 
and RCW 28A.640 “Sex Equity,” and covers, but is not limited to, 
all district programs, courses, activities, including extracurricular 
activities, services, access to facilities, etc. Inquiries regarding 
compliance procedures should be directed to the Lake Stevens 
School District A�rmative Action O�cer, Ken Collins, Human 
Resource Services Administrator, Lake Stevens School District, 
12309 22nd St. NE, Lake Stevens, WA 98258, 425-335-1505.
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As we enter the 2016 Legislative Session, the school board 
and I will closely follow education funding and other 
education-related issues. We will continue to be in close 
contact with our legislators and will communicate the need 
to fully fund public education and to minimize additional 
cuts.

Our students are doing amazing things every day. If you’re 
not already connected to our schools, I invite you to visit 
and volunteer. Any time you can give to our students is 
valuable. Each school has a volunteer coordinator who can 
match your interests and skills to a speci�c classroom or 
project. Many schools have volunteer opportunities that 
can be completed a�er school hours. More information 
is available under the “Community” tab on our district 
website.

As always, I welcome any 
questions you have about our 
schools. Please feel free to 
contact me at 425-335-1500.

Warm Regards,

Amy Beth Cook, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Dickens Fair brings together community, 
supports local families 
More than 1,000 shoppers a�ended the 
29th annual Dickens Fair at Cavelero 
Mid High School on Dec. 5. �e fair 
featured more than 130 vendors who 
sold handcra�ed items, while student 
performers entertained with festive 
music. 

At the door, shoppers were greeted 
by members of the Lake Stevens Fire 
Department who collected food and 
monetary donations for the Lake 

Stevens Community Food Bank. Once 
again, our community was extremely 
generous, by donating thousands of 
pounds of food and more than $350. 

Mark your calendar for next year’s 
fair—Saturday, Dec. 3. Vendor 
applications will be posted to the 
“Community” page of the district 
website beginning Monday, Aug. 22.

�ank you for once again making this 
an amazing event for our community.

Be prepared for inclement 
weather
When winter weather hits, our top priority is the safety of 
students and sta�. We also recognize that school delays and 
closures disrupt family schedules and the school year may 
have to be extended. �e decision to close schools is not an 
easy one. �e process is complex and involves many people. 

Our district’s geography is taken into account when the decision is made. One 
part of our area may be clear while other areas are struggling with several inches 
of snow. It is not possible to close some schools in the district while leaving other 
schools open.

How the decision to close schools is made
To help make the best possible decision, weather forecasts are monitored 
throughout the process. District sta� members drive the roads beginning at 3 
a.m. checking schools and routes that are frequently impacted and report road 
conditions to the superintendent by 5 a.m.

We also consult with neighboring districts regarding road conditions into Lake 
Stevens. A�er careful scrutiny and analysis, one of the following four options is 
decided:

• Schools start on time

• Schools start on time with limited bus service

• Schools start two hours late 

• Schools are closed

When the decision is made, the information is listed on the district website and 
FlashAlert, www.�ashalert.net. Local TV, radio and newspapers pull information 

from FlashAlert. Messages will also be 
posted to the district’s social media pages—
Facebook lakestevensschools, and Twi�er 
@lssd. Snow bus routes are posted on the 
district website under “Transportation.”

When schools are closed, all a�er school 
activities and evening facility use are also 
cancelled. If no messages are posted, 
schools are open and operating on 
normal schedules. Please do not call 
schools or the district o�ce to ask 
about closures. �is ties up phone 
lines for other incoming calls. 

�ank you School Board!
January is School Board Recognition Month in Washington state, and it’s 
important that our community know that the Lake Stevens School District 
Board of Directors is highly involved working on behalf of students and 
sta� to support education locally and at the national level.

“Our community is fortunate to have �ve dedicated board members 
who work collaboratively in our community, state and at the federal level 
advocating for the best interests of our children,” said Dr. Amy Beth Cook, 
Superintendent of Lake Stevens School District. “Public education is 
their passion and as individuals they dedicate time and resources for our 
students. We are so appreciative of their work.”


